A SHORT 


” CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY | 


| 355 et the 


ME THODISTS. 


BY W. MYLES. 


2 


AIR _—— 


According to this time it sha!l be said of 
Jacob and of Igrael. What hath God 
ö wrought |! RE: 23. v. 2 3. 


— 


RO CH DAL E, 
6 Printed by J. Hartley, ne 


Price. Tuo. Pence. 


. 8 — | 
| N | — 2 — 
— —— — — — — 5 


J.,. 


PREFACE. 


HE materials from whence I have extracted 
this Hiſtory, are Mr, Weſley's Journals, the 


Minutes of the Conference, the Life of Mr. Weſley, 


written by Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore, and that by 
Dr. Whitehead. My reaſons for doing it are as 
follows. 1, I wiſhed ro ſhew the Methodiſts what 
great things the Lord had done for them, how from 
very ſmall beginnings they became a very numerous, 


_ uſeful, holy people, owing to the Lord's bleſſing a 
Preached Goſpel among them. 2nd, To remind. 


them when thoſe regulations took place, and thoſe 
rules made, which under God have been inſtrumental 
in preſerving ſo numerous a body united together, 


3rd, Though our Doctrines have been the ſame from : 
the ſirſt, as we think, parely ſcriptural, ſtrictly evan= 


gelical; the ſame which the primitive . chriſtians 
held for the firit three centuries, and alſo agreeable to 


the Liturgy, Articles and Homilies of the Eſtabliſh - 
ed Church; yet with regard to our diſcipline and 
economy, we have been in a regular ſtate of improve- 


ment from the firſt Conference in 17449 to the laſt in 
Auguſt 1798. 

J felt myſelf at a loſs with . to dates from tlie 
year 1744, to the year 1755, as the Minutes were no? 


annually 0 from the former to the latter date, 


2 therefore 
A; 2. 
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T therefore conſulted the Journals, and compared fats 


together. If I bave made any miſtakes in. the dates, 
I would be obliged to my Senior Rrethren for any in- 
formation they ſee neceſſary, and in the next edition, 


I will attend to it. 


If I intended this as a compleat hiſtory; I would. 


have given an account of the Doctrine s, Rules of So- 
ciety "ne Diſcipline of the Methodifts, but I conſi- 


dered, „They know theſe, they have them already,“ 
all that to me they appear to want, is a ſhort, cheap 
hiſtory, that would ſerve as a memento, to remind 
them when-certain events took place among us, that- 


fo they may find more pleaſure and proiit in reading 


thoſe larger works, which are now in circulation a- 
mongſt us. As Mr. Welley's and Fletcher's works, 
and the Arminian Magazine, praying that the Lord 
may bleſs us, by redeeming us from all iniquity, and 
making us a peculiar people, zealous of good works, 


May we never forget the end of our. calling, but la- 


bour night and day that we may be found of God 
: without ſpot and blameleſs, 


Wn Myte 
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A | 
HISTORY of the METHODISTS.. 


OC rmeemroens ©. | 


HE Rev. John Weſley, the Father under Gods: 


of the Methodiſts, was the ſecond ſon of the Rev · 
Samuel Weſley, Rector of Epworth in Lincolnſh:re :. 
He was born June 17th. old ſtyle 1703. 

Ihe follow ing is the account of the name of Me- 


thodiſt, as applied to Mr. Weſley and his followers. 


Mr. Charles Weſley, when at Oxford, had thro” his 
Brother John's advice become deeply ſerious, he re- 
ceived the ſacrament weekly, and prevailed on two or 
three young men to do the ſame: theſe gentlemen had 


occaſionally met together for the purpoſe ofaſſiſting and 


encouraging each other in their duty, and of regula- 
ting their employments by certain rules. The regu- 

lar method of arranging their ſtudies and other em 
ployments procured them the diſtinguiſhing epithet off 


Methodiſts, This is probably the moſt accurate ac- 


count; for when Mr. Weſley ſpeaks of this appella- 
tion, he mentions it only in very general terms, with- 
out attempting to ſtate, at what period of the lociety 


it was firſt given, The exact regularity of their 
lives as well as ſtudies, lays he, occaſioned a young 


„ gentleman of Chriſt's Church to ſay, „There is 
“ new Jet of Method iſts ſprung vp,” alluding to ſome 
Cantient Phyficians who were ſo called.“ The name 
] s new and quaint, ſo it took immediately, and 


«the Methodifts were known all over the Univerſi- 


ty,” Mr. Weſley gives the following account of 
the riſe of Methodiſm. In 1729. My Brother and 
6 read the Bible, ſaw inward and outward holineſs 
therein; followed after it, and incited others ſo to 


Ce do. In 1737, We ſaw, This holineſs comes by 


faith.“ In 1738, We ſaw, „We muſt be juſtified. 
A X ; «hefors: 


eebefore we are ſanctified.“ But till holineſs was 


our point, inward and outward holineſs.” 


In 1735 In the month of October, Mr. Weſley 
Tet out as a Miſſionary for Georgia, in America, and 
did not return till Feb. 1ſt, 1738. On his paſſage, 
and in America, he became acquainted with the Mo- 
ravians, or United Brethren, by whoſe inftrumentality 


he ſaw'the way of the Lord more perfectly. 


On June 13th. 1738, Mr. Weſley ſet out for 
Hernhuth, in Germany, with a view of viſiting the 
Moravian Brethren, and returned Sep. 16th. in the 


ſame year. During this journey, he converſed freely 


with them, ſome parts of their Doctrine and Diſci- 


pline he approved of, As Juſtification by faith. The 


putting the people into Claſſes and Bands, according 
to their experience in the Divine life. Other parts 
he disapproved of, which he ſignified to Count Zin- 
zenzorf, in a long letter on his return to London and 
may be ſeen in the firſt Vol. of the Journals. 

In the latter end of the year 1738, and the begin- 


ning of the year 1739, Mr. Weſley was denied the 


uſe of the Churches in London, becauſe he preached 


_ ſalvation by faith, and thouſands crouded to hear him; 
ſo he ſtood up in Moor- fields and other public places 


to preach the Goſpel to the poor; this may be conſi- 


dered as the beginning of his Itinerancy as a Me- 
thodiſt Preacher. „ | 


The riſe of the Societies was as follows. In the 


latter end of the year 1739, eight or ten perſons came 


to Mr. Weſley in London, who appeared to be deep- 


1y convinced of fin, and earneſtly groaning for re- 


demption. They defired (as did two or three more 


the next day,) that he would ſpend ſome time with 
them in prayer, and adviſe them how to flee from the 


wrath to come, which they ſaw continually hanging 
over their heads, 'That they might have more time 
tor this great work, he appointed a day when they 
might all come together; which from thence forward 
they did every week; viz, on Thurſday in the even- 


ing. 


ing. To theſe, and as many more as deſi red to join 
with them, (for their number increaſed daily,) he gave 
that advice which he judged moſt needful for them, 
and they always concluded che meeting with prayer, 
ſuited to their ſeveral neceſſities. 

It does not exactly appear when the firſt Tay. 
Preachers afaſted Mr. Weiley, His words are, after 
mentioning the time when he formed the Society; 
namely the latter end of 1739. He ſays, After a 
time a young man named Thomas Maxfield, came and 
deſired to help me as a ſon in the Goſpel. Seon 
after came a ſecond, "Thomas Richards; then a third, 
Thomas Weſtall. Theſe ſeverally defired to ſerve 
me as ſons, and to labour when and where 1 ſhould 
direct. It is probable this was in the beginning ot 
the year 1740, 5 

Mr. Weſley's account of Claſs- meetings 1s as fol- 
lows, Feb. 15th. 1742, Many met together at 

Briſtol, to conſult concerning a proper method of 
paying the public debt, coatracied by building; and 
it was agreed, 1ſt, That every member of the soci- 

ety that was able ſhould contribute one penny a weck: 
2nd. That the whole ſociety ihould be divided into 
little companies or claſſes, about twelve in each claſs : 
and 3rd, "That one perſon in each ſhould receive the 
contribution of the reſt, and bring it in to the ſtewards 
weekly, Thus began that excellent inſtitution, mere- 
ly upon a temporal account: from which we reaped 
o many ſpiritual bleſſings, that we ſoon fixt the ſame 
rule in all our ſocieties. “ | 
In 1744. The firit Conference was held in Lon. 
don, Mr. Weſley invited the perſons who attended 
and preſided among them. After ſome time ſpent in 
prayer, the defign of the meeting was propoſed, 
Namely to conſider, 1ſt, What to teach? 2nd, How 
to teach? 3rd. What to do? 1. e. How to regulate 
our doctrine, diſcipline and practice. The Conter- 
ence annually met under his direction, at London, 
Briftol,or Leeds; but he did not until the year 1765, 
regularly publiſh the Minutes of it. He gave the 
RE pes . ee 


At the Conference in 1746. The following queſ- 
tion was anſwered, 2, How ſhall we try thoſe 


who think they are moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and. 


called of God to preach? 4, Enquire, iſt. Do 
they know God as a pardoning God? Have they the 
love of God abiding in them? Do they deſire and 
ſeek nothing but God? and are they holy in all man- 
ner of converſation, and. Have. they gifts as well as. 


grace, for the work? Have they (in fome tolerable 


degree) a clear, ſound underſtanding ? Have they a 
right judgment in the things of God? Have they a 


jnſt conception of ſalvation by faith? and has God 


given them any _ of utterance ? Do they ſpeak, 
juſtly, readily, and clearly. 3rd. Have they fruit? 


Arte any truly convinced of ſin, and converted to God 
by their preaching? As long as theſe three marks 
_ concur in any, we believe he is called of God to 
preach. I heſe we receive as a ſufficient proof, that 


he is moved thereto by the Holy Ghoſt, The Con- 


ference never ſaw caule to alter or amend theſe rules. 


At this time all the Lay Preachers were called help- 


ers, helpers of Mr, Weſley, in the work of God, and 
he conſidered himſelf and them as extraordinary mel. 
ſengers, deſigned by God, to provoke others to jea- 


louſy. At the ſame time the twelve rules of an help- 


er were drawn up. | 
In 1747. Mr. Thomas Williams one ofthe Preach- 
ers viſited Dublin, and preached in the ſtreets, he ſent 


an account to Mr, Weſley, who landed there Auguſt 
4th, in the ſame year. From that time till his death, 
he viſited it once every two or three years. Sent 


over preachers, who in a ſhort time were inſtrumen- 


tal in ſpreading Methodiſm through the whole 


Kingdom of Ireland. 


In 1748. Kingſwood-School was opened, near 


Briſtol, for the education of the preacher's children. 
Mr. Weſley ſpeaks of it as follows, Friday June 
«24th. 1748, being the day we had appointed for o- 
cepening the ſchool at Kingſwood, I preached there, 
eon, — Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, 
and when he is old he will not depart from it. My 
«brother and I then adminiſtered the Lord's Supper 
ce to many who came from far. We then agreed on 
(«the general rules of the School which we publiſhed. 
*{o0n after. 8 5 | 
At the Conference in 1749. Mr. Weſley gives 
the following account of an Aſſiſtant Preacher. 2. 
Who is the Afiiftant? A, That preacher in each 
Circuit who is appointed from time to time, to take | 
charge of the Sccieties and the other preachers there- 
in. Mr, Welley appointed ſuch to aſſiſt him in the 
Government of the Societies, One part of his duty 
was to keep Watch-nights and Love-feaits. It does 
not exactly appear when thoſe inſtitutions took place 
amongt the Methodiſts, it is probable they were ſoon . 
after the riſe of the ſocieties. At the Watch-night the 
ſervice begins at half paſt eight, and continues till 
twelve o'clock, It began at Kingſwood, with the 
Colliers there, who belore their converſion uſed to 


ſpend every Saturday night at the Ale houſe, After 


they were taught better, they ſpent that night in 
prayer. Mr, Weſley hearing of it, order'd it to be 
firſt, once a month at the full of the Moon, then once 
a quarter, And recommended it to all his Societies, 
The Love feaſts, were firſt for the Bands only, after- 
wards the whole Society were permitted to par- 
take of them. The meeting begins with ſinging and 
prayer, then they diſtribute Cake and Water, then 
make a Collection for the Poor, afterwards thoſe Who 
are alive to God, tell their experience. The meet- 
ing continues about two hours, and is concluded with 
prayer. At the ſame Conference he appointed a pub- 
lic Collection to be made annually for the ſupport of 
Kingſwood School. | : 


In April 1751, Mr, Weſley viſited Scotlang ae. 
„ i : company” "I 


P . ˙ ST. * 


eompany'd: by Mr. Chriſtopher Hopper. He ſays, 
„We met with greater ſucceſs than we expected.“ 
Methodiſm has not proſpered as much in Scotland as 
in other places. At the laſt Conference in 1798, 
there were not many above a thouſand members in 
the whole Kingdom; but they are regularly ſupplied 
with Preachers from the Engliſh Conference. 
At the Conference in 1754. The deed of Truſt for 
the Settlement of preaching-houſes, (which Mr. Weſ⸗ 
ley got drawn, by three eminent counſel,) was recom- 
mended to the Societies, this continued without alter 


ation till the year 1784. At the ſame Conference 


the yearly ſubſcription was ſet on foot in order to de- 
fray the expence occaſioned by building, and to help 
to ſupport the Preachers in their Itinerancy. 

In 1756. The number of the Circuits was taken. 
There were then thirty one Circuits in the three 
Kingdoms, 5 N 


In England twenty, as follows. 


1. London, 6 Briſtol, | 11 Whitehaven, | 16 Haworth, 

2 Suſſex, © 7 Devonſhire | 12Lincoinſhire, | 17 York, 

3 Norwich, | 8 Cornwall, | 13 Sheffield, :$-Yarm;--- 

4 Bedford, 9 Staffordſhire | 14 Leeds, 19 The Dales, 
Wiltſhire, | 10 Cheſhire, | 15 Birfiall, 20 Newcaſtie. 


3 3 Ireland, | Seven, 5 | 
1 Dublin, 3 Cork, 5 Caftiebar, | 7 The North. 
Water ford, 4 Limerick, | 6 Athlone, | 1 


— 
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| In Scotland, Twe | 
1. Edinburgh. 2 Aberdeen. 
| In Wales, Two 
1 Pembrokeſhire, , | 2 Brecknockſhire, 


In 1763, The Preacher's Fund was inſtituted, The 
following is the account of its inſtitution, Q. How. 


may proviſion be made for old, or worn- out Preach- 
ers? A, As to their employ, they may he ſupernu. 
merary Preachers, in thoſe Circuits wherein there is. 


moſt need, As to their ſubſiftance, iſt. Let every 
travelling Preacher contribute Ten Shillings yearly 


at 


- 
2 ;— 


— 


11 


At the Conference, 2nd, I. et this be lodged in the 
hands of three Stewards, approved ef by the majority 


of the Preachers. 3rd. Out of this, let what is need- 


ful be allowed yearly; 1ſt, For the old or ſickly 


Preachers, and their families (if they have any) 2nd. 
For the widows and children of thoſe that are 


dead. 


In 1765, The l 
the minutes were publiſhed, and ha ve continued to be 
publiſhed ever ſince. | 
"Queſtions which were then aſked at the Conference, 


Conference met at Mancheſter, and 


'The following are ſome of the 


iſt. Who are admitted into full connection? 2nd, 
Who are admitted on trial? 3rd. Who act as Aſſiſt- 


ants this year? 


There were then Thirty-nine Cir- 


cuits in Great Britain and Ireland, and ninety- three 
Preachers labouring on them. Their names were 


as follows. 
Alexander Mather 
Barnabas Thomas 


Chriſt. Hopper 
Daniel Bumſtead 
Duncan Wright 
George Roe 
. Story 
— Hudſon 
Iſaac Brown 
 -——— Waldron 
James Clough 
Cotty 
— Stephens 
— Kerſhaw 


——— Brownhe!d 


— Dempſter 
— Rea 


—— Longbottom | 
—— Glazebrook 


1 
| 


Morgen 
John Morley 
—— Brandon 
— Faſfton 
jones 


—hn 


— M urray 


| ——Slocombe | 


John Tatermole 


Maſon 


— pool 


Furz 
Nelſon 


o 


2 8 Oliver 


Mulin 
—Pawſon - 
——Atley 
— Sha w- 


—— Ellis 
= Morgan 


— Dillon 
— — Heſlop 
Johnſon 


Whitehead | 


——- Gibbs 

— Hilton 
——Orpe 

Jacob Rowel 
Jer. Robertſhaw 

Joſeph Cownley 


- —-— Pjlmoor 
Matthew Lowes 
Molely Cheek 


| Mark Davis 


Thompſon 
—  —— Guildford 


1 


| 


| 


4 


| 


Martin Rodda 


Nicholas Manners 


Parson Greenwood 
Peter [aco 
Paul Greenwood 
Richard Henderſon 
— Wah 

Boardman 
———  Blackwall 


R. Lucas 
} Robt. Cofterdine 


Roberts 
Swindels 
Samuel Woodcock 
— Levick 
Thomas Hanson 
—— Carlill 
- Lee © 
- Hanby 
Tobias 
Taylor 


— Emu Johnſon 


* 


— Mitchell 
—— Ran kin 
—— — Simpſon 
— rico 

— cl 


2 „„ = „ͤ 


Thomas Ne wall Wm. Freemantle.| Wm Minethory 
Wm. Pennington  ——Darney — — Whitwell 
=; ——o Brammah a m—_—_— | —— | Thomſon a 


Out of theſe 93 Preachers, the following were all 
whoſe names appeared on the minutes, and Journals, 
and at the laſt Conference in Auguſt 1798. 


Alex, Mather | John Eaſlon Thomas Carlill 
Robert Roberts | —— Maſon. — — Hanſon 

Wm Thomſon | =— Murlin {| —— Rankin 
John Pawſon — Pool 414 — Olivers 
 ITfaac Brown | Johnſon | Robt. Coſterdine 
Thomas Taylor | Joſeph Thompſon | and 

George Story Chriſt Hopper Parſon Greenwood 


The firſt ſeven are very reſpectable travelling 
Preachers, the latter thirteen are unable to take a 


Circuit, but preach when they can, and are cloſely 


- united to the brethren in affection: The remainin 


ſeventy-three have either died in the work, or lett 


the Connection, 


At the Conference in 1766, Mr. Weſley publiſhed 


the Initials of thoſe who were laid aſide. It runs as 


follows. Q. Who are laid aſide this year ? A. I.— B. 


and I.— M. - 


At the Conference in 1767, . the names of thoſe ö 
who deſiſted ſrom travelling were publiſhed at full 


length. Alfo the numbers in the different Circuits, 


There were ther in Great Britain and Ireland 25,11 


members in the Societies. It was alſo enquired how 


the Books publiſhed by Mr. Weſley could be ſpread 


more? The Anſwer was, Let the Aſſiſtants beg mo- 
ney of tbe rich to buy beoks for the poor. 
It was alſo then enquired, what can be done to 
revive the work? A. Let there be a Quarterly 
Faſt in every Circuit for this end. This joined 
with e 


on the work, that it has been continued and warmly 
recommended ever ſince. The days appointed for 
this good work are, the firſt Friday aſter the 2gth of 
September, after the 25th of December, aſter the 25th 
of March, and after the 24th. of June. Meetings 
for prayer have not been confined to the Faſt 1 85 


las been ſo beneficial towards carrying 


1 


ceſſary to conſider it thoroughly. Ihe queſtion is 


not, whether they may occafionally work with their 


hands, as St, Paul did: But whether it be proper for 
them to keep ſhops and follow Merchandize. The 
plea that was urg'd for this was, iſt. Neceſſity, 2nd, 


Doirs more good. As to the firſt Mr. Welley pro 


miſed to ſupply all their neceſſities. As to the 2nd, 


plea, Doing more good. It was required, Is it not 
doing evil that good may come? Is not the thing in 


| Apes both evil in itſelf (for us) and evil in its con- 


equences? iſt. Is it not with regard to travelling 


Preachers evil in itſelf? Is it well conſiſtent with that 


ſcripture, 2. Tim. 2. 4. No man that warreth, takes 
on him the profeſſion of a ſoldier, (as we eminently 
do,) aps e himſelf with the affairs of this life; 


plainly referring to the Roman law, which abſolutely 


torbad any ſoldier to follow any other profeſſion. Is 
it well conſiſtent with that word, Give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation, to teaching: Meditate on 
theſe things, give thyſelt wholly to them, (1 Tim. 4. 


13. 15. (Can we be ſaid to give ourſelves wholly to 
theſe things, if we follow another profeſſion? Does 
not our Church in her office of Ordination require 


every Minifter to do this, ? If they do not, the more 


ſhame for them, We above all; becauſe every tra- 
velling Preacher ſolemnly proteſſes to have nothing 


elle to do, and receives his little allowance for this 
very end, 2nd. Is it not evil in its conſequences? Have 
not ſome ill conſequences appeared already? And i- 


there not the greateſt reaſon to apprehend thatſtillworſe 


would follow? We are concerned to give no offence, 


either to the Jew or Gentile, or to the Church of 


God. But this has already offended, not only many 
of the world, but many of our own brethren, Many 
of the Preachers have w_ much grieyed; Yea 5 | 


4 
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thofe moſt alive to God. For if one Preacher follow 
trade, ſo may twenty: ſo may every one. And if 
any of them trade a little, why not ever ſo much. 
Who can ſay how far he ſhovid go? Therefore we 
adviſe the Brethren who have been concerned therein, 
to give up all and attend to the one buſineſs. At this 
Conference Mr. Wefley ftrongly exhorted the Preach- 
ers to keep to the Church, i. e. To go to Church, 
and to exhort the people to go there alſo. This ſub- 
ject has at times from the beginning been a cauſe of 
uneafineſs to the Societies, but particularly ſinee Mr. 
Weſley's death. The reaſon Mr. Weſley inſiſted on 
at this time for keeping to the Church, was that it 
promoted the uſefulneſs of the Methodiſts throughout 
_ England and Ireland. Mr, Weſley's view of the 
Methodiſts in a Political reſpe& may be learned from 
the Minutes, publiſhed in 1766. Q. Are the Metho- 
difts Diſſenters? 4, We are irregular, iſt. By calling 
ſinners to repentance in all places of God's Dominion. 
_ end, Ry uſing extemporary prayer. 3rd. By em- 
ploying Lay Preachers without Authority from a Bi- 
ſhop. Yet we are not Diſſenters in the only ſenſe 
which our Law acknowledges: Namely, Perſons who 
believe it ſinful to attend the Service of the Church: 
For we do attend it at all opportunities. 
In 1769, Two Preachers were appointed to go as 
Miſſionaries to America. The rife of this was as fol- 
lows, As given by the Methodiſt Conference in A- 
merica, in the year 1787. 2. What was the riſe of 
«© Methodiſm: (ſo called) in America? A. During the 
*{\pace of thirty years paſt, certain perſons, members of 
«the Society, emigrated from England and Ireland, 
«(and ſettled in various parts of this country. About 
twenty years ago, Philip Embury, a Local Preacher 
«from Ireland, began to preach in the City of New 
«York, and formed a Society. of his own country- 
«men andthe citizens. About the ſame time Robert 
<«S$Strawbridge, a Local Preacher from Ireland, ſettled 

«in Frederic County, in the ſtate of Maryland, and 
«preaching there, formed ſome Societies. In 1769, 
. | «Richard 


vide for t 


5 


New Vork; who were the firſt regular Metholiſt 
„Preachers on the Continent. In the year 1771, 
„Francis Aſbury and Richard Wright of the ſame or- 


der came over.” The Engliſh Conference fent a 


preſent of C50. with the firſt of their Preachers to 
their Brethren in America. Mr. Aſbury has been, 
and at preſent is, the moſt uſeful, laborious man ever 
ſent by Mr, Weſley to America, He now preſides 
as Biſhop over all the Methodiſts in the United States, 


this honour is conferred upon him becauſe of his ftea- 
dineſs, zeal and uſefulneſs. At the Conference which 


was held in America, inthe latter end of the year :797, 
There were 46,44; Whites, 12,218 Blacks; in all, 
58,663 Members in Society in the States; and 330 


_ Travelling Preachers labouring among them. After 


the Societies began to increaſe, there was nothing Mr, 
Weſley had ſo mach at hcart as the union of the 


Preachers and People after his death. At this Con- 
ference 1769, he read a 1 8 expreſſi ve of his deſire 


on this ſubject. He then drew up the following rules 
which he wiſhed the preachers to ſign. We whoſe 
Names are under-wr'tten, being thoroughly conv in- 
ced of the neceſſity of a cloſe union between thoſe 


whom God is pleaſed to uſe as inſtruments in this glo- 


rious work, in order to preſerve this union between 
ourſelves, are reſolved, God being our helper, iſt, 


To devote ourſelves entirely to God; denying our- 
ſelves, taking up our croſs daily, aiming at one thing 


to ſave our own ſouls; and thoſe who hear us. 2nd. 


To preach the old Methodiſt Doctrines, and no other 


contained in the Minutes of the Conferences. 3rd, 
To obſerve the whole Methodiſt Diſcipline, as laid 
down in the ſaid Minutes. He brought it forward 
again in the year 1773, then in 1774, and in 1775. 
At each of theſe Conferences he got the Preachers to 
Ggn thoſe propoſitions, ONE: 


In 1770. The Conference publiſhed the wives that 
needed Topport, and the Circuits which were to pro- 


At the ſame tune, the Minutes wers 
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made which cauſed the Honourable and Rev. Walter 
FDherly, to {rd a Circular Letter thro? the three 
Kingdoms in which he declared“ The Minutes con- 
tained dreadful Hereſy.” I his brought a long con- 
troverſy between the Calviniſts and the Arminians. 
In this diſpute the Rev. Mr. Fletcher ſtep'd forth, one 
of the holieſt men in his age, He with wiſdom and 
zeal, becoming an Apoſtl», vindicated the Minutes, 
and filenc'd his antagoniſts. | 
In March, 1775. ir. John Crook, at that time 
a Zealous Local Preacher, vifited the Ifle of Man. 

The Lord bleſſed his lubours with uncommon ſucceſs, ; 
he ſoon commenced an Itinerant Preacher, and has 1 
laboured in the Iſland at different times, between nine 
and ten years. He is there at preſent and much re- 

ſprcted. ES 35 
In 1775, Eighty Preachers, aſſembled in Confer. 
ence, ſigned their names to the Minutes, concluding 
with theſe words, We all deny that there is or can 
«be, any merit (properly ſpeaking) in Man,”” 5 
In 1777, Mr Weſley for the firſt time, took notice 
in the Minutes of thoſe Preachers who died in the 
work. 92. What Preachers have died this year? 4. 
John Slocombe, at Clones, an old labourer, worn cut 
In the ſervice. , John Hariſon, near Liſburn, a pro- 
miſing youth. 1e110ns, modeſt, and much devoted to 
God. William umley, at Hexham, a bleſſed young 
man, a happy witncfs of the full liberty of the chil- 
dren of Ged. And Willian: Minethorp near Dunbar, 
an Ifraelite indeed, in whom was no guile. The pro- 
priety of this appears, as it was paying an honourable 
teſtimony to thoſe who dg ſerved it, and died in the 
work. It ſerved alſo to cxcite the ſurvivers to fol- 
low them, as they followed Chriit, 
At the Conference in the year 1779. It appeared 
there was a decreaic of piety and numbers, among the CY 
ople. his is the firſt time it as ſo general. It 7 
| 
| 
| 
* 


gave riſe to the following Minutes. Q. How can we 

account for the decreaſe in ſo many Circuits this year? 
A. It may be owing, partly to want of preaching a- 

N | cj ES : 
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in that country. 
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Veſley to hold a Conference at Dublin, in Ireland, 
this has been kept annually in the ſame place, ever 


nce, and the Doctor has moſtly prefided at it, when 
aſſembled. It has under God been the greateſt bleſ- 


ſing that ever happened to the Iriſh Methodiſts. In 
1752, There were 15 Circuits, 34 Travelling Preach— 
ers, and 6472 members in the Societies. At the laſt 
Conterence which was held in July 1798. There 
were 32 Circuits, 72 Travelling Preachers, and 16,530 


membets in connection. Dr. Coke from the firſt of 
his going over, intereſted himſelf much in behalf of 


the Iriſh Methodiſts Preachers, and people. His la- 
bours as a Preacher, his impartiality as Freon Gi 


the Conference, and above all his uvnaffected Picty, has 


not failed to gain him the eſteem and love of thoulands 


In Feb. 1784, Mr. Weſley executed the Deed of 
Declaration, conſtituting one hundred of the Travel- 
ling Preachers, the Conference of the people called 
Methodiſts, and got it inroll'd in his Majeſty's High 
Court of Chancery, The deſign of this was to give 
a Legal ſpecification of the phraſe. The Confer- 
«ence ct the People called Methodiſts“ which was in- 
ſerted in all the Deeds, belonging to the Chapels, 


At the Conference in 1784. Mr. Weſley ſent Mr. 


Brackenbury a Gentleman of Lincolnſhire,to viſit the 
Norman Iſles, Jerſey, Guernſey, Alderney and Sark. 
His labours were crowned with ſucceſs, in Jerſey, 


In 1786, He made them into a Circuit, and ſent Mr. 


Adam 


In pi 1782. Dr, Coke was delegated by Mr. 
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Adam Clarke to labour there, who formed Societies 
in them all. At the ſame Conference the time of the 
probation of the Preachers was lengthened from one ; 
year to four. The Minutes were as follows, © Is not 
the time of Trial for Preachers tos ſhort? A. It is: 
For the time to come, let them be on Trial four years. 
Alſter this Conference in 1784, Mr. Weſley at the F 
deſire of all the Methodift Preachers, and People in | 
the United States of America, ordained Dr, 
Coke, a Biſhop, and Richard Whatcoat and Thomas. 
Vaſey, Deacons and Elders, and ſent them to Ame. 
rica, te conſtitute the Methodiſts there into an Epiſ. 
copal Church, He publiſhed his reaſons for this ſtep 
in the Minutes of the Conference for 17889. 
At the Conference in 1785. Mr. Weſley ordain- 
ed Meſſrs. Thomas Hanby, John Pawſon and Joſeph | 
Taylor for to adminiſter the ordinances in Scotland; ; 
| his reaſons, he publiſhed in the Minutes of the Con. 
terence for the year 1786, At the ſame Conference, 
tlie Britiſn Pominions in America, Nova Scotia, New 
Prunſwick ard Newfoundland appeared in the minutes 
In the year 1771, Mr. Lawrence Coughlan who was. 
one of the Freachers, was ordained by the Biſhop of 
London, and ſent as a Miſſiona ry by the Society ſor 
promoting Chriſtian Knowledge to theſe parts, his 
labours were crowned with ſucceſs in different har- 
bours in the Bay of Newfoundland. Bur he ſoon re- 
turned home, tor the want of health, then they were 
as ſheep that had no ſhepherd, In a few years after- 
wards, the Lord raiſed up a few men, who had been. 
Methodiſts in theſe Kingdoms, to preach his word; 
they formed Societies according to the Methodiits. 
rules, and ftrove to feed the flock committed to their 
care, Now it appeared three Travelling Preachers. 
were ſent there, two from the United: States, and one 
from England. In the year 1791, Mr. William 
Black, who was born at Huddersfield in Yorkſhire, 
in the year 1760, viſited Newfoundland, his labours 
were attended with great ſucceſs. In the year 1792 
He was appointed Superintendant of the whole work. 
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109 


little expence to the Engliſh Conference, they endea- 
your to ſupport themſelves. ; 
At the Conference in 1786, Service in the Church 
hours was allowed of in England, under the following 
reſtrictions, 1ſt, When the Miniſter is a notoriouſly 
wicked man. 2nd, When he preaches Arian or any 
equally pernicions doctrine, 3rd. When there is no 
church at all, within two or three miles of the Preach. 
ing-houſe. The chief reaſon which led: Mr, Weſley 
to deviate in theſe particulars from his former rules 
of diſcipline and order was, the increaſe of the Me- 
thodiſts from a few thouſands, to upwards of ſeventy 
thouſand, When he ſet out as an Itmerant Preacher, 
he earneſtly exhorted his Societies to go to Church, 
ſo he did to the laſt, and always went himſelf when he 
had an opportunity, but as they encreaſed and multi- 
plied in ſome places, he found it neceſſary, in order to 
preſerve the peaceof the Societies, to grant them theſe 
pPriviledges. At this ſame Conference, Mr, Weſley 
ſent with Dr, Coke, William Warrener, William 
Hammett and John Clarke, as Miſſionaries to the 
Weſt-India Iſlands, beginning at Antigua, By a 
letter from Mr. Nathaniel Gilbert to Mr, Weſley, 
dated May 1oth. 1760, who had heard the Goſpel 
ſome time before in England, it appears there was then 
the dawn of a goſpel-day in Antigua. In 1778, 
Mr. Jehn Baxter a Local Preacher went from the 
Royal Dock, at Chatham, to that Iſland, He water- 
ed the feed ſownby Mr. Gilbert; aſterwards he threw 
up a place of honour and profit which he held under 
government to preach the Goſpel to the poor ſlaves, 
Wi. now have twenty Miſſionaries labouring in theſe 
Iſlands, Antigua, 'Tortola, St. Chriſtopher's, Bar- 
badoes, Grenada, Montſerat, Dominica, Jamaica, St, 
\ Vincent's, St. Bartholemew, Providence Ifland, and 
Bermuda, and 8000 blacks and coloured people, and 
120 whites, inthe Society, So greatly bas the word 
of God increaſed and multiplied in twelve years. 


them by ballot at the con 


Mr. Weſtey died March 2nd. 17591, After having 


prefided at 47 conſerences in England, and g in Ire- 8 


land, in the 88th. year of his age. His laſt words 


were God is with us,” „God is with us.” At 


the conference preceeding his death, there were 216 


circuits in Europe and America. 513 Travelling 


Preachers, and 120,123 members in the ſocieties, 
All of whom confidered Mr. Weſley as their ſpiritual 


Father. | 


1791. At the C onſerence after MrWeſley's death the 


Preachers divided the circuits into diftiits. England 
into eighteen, Scotland into two, and Ireland into five, 
And drew up rules for the regulation of the dittris, 
which they bave been reviſing and amending ever fizce, 


At the ſame time they appointed that the chairmen of 
the diſt ricts ſhould aſſemble three days before every 


conference, to draw up a plan for the ſtationing of the 


Preachers. At firſt the chairmen were choſen by the 


reſpective diſtricts, but this was found inconvenient 
and impracticable. In 796 It was agreed to chuſe 

erence, which has been done 
ever ſince. The conference is bound to chuſe a chair- 
man, for a diſtrict, who labours in the diftrict. 
J he following queſtion was anſwered at this con- 
ference. Q. ls it neceſſary to enter into any engage. 
cement in reſpect to our future plan of economy?“ AJ. 
„We engage to follow ſtrictly the plan which Mr, 


«Weſley left us at his death.“ It muſt be acknow- 


ledged this anſwer was not explicit enough, for thofe 
preachers and people who were for introducing ſervice 


in church hours and the ſacraments into the ſocieties 
thought it made for them, and thoſe Preachers ard 


people who were for continuing as they always had 
been in England, thought it made for them. The 
conſequence of this was the ſocieties were torn by 


broils and diſcords for four years following. 
At the conference in 1792. There were abun- 
dance of petitions from the people, tor, and againſt the 


Sacrament, the Preachers alſo were divided in fen- 
timent upon the ſubject, but they loved each other 
1 3j nn Qs . 
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7 
in the ſocieties, The ſame was fignified by an addrck : 
; from the Conference, figned by the Prefident and. Se 
I eretary to the whole conne ion. The following mi. 
il nute was alſo made at this time. 2. What rules ſhall 
| be made concerning Ordination? 4, iſt. No ordi- 
nation ſhall take place in the Methodiſt connection 
without the conſeat of the Confereace firſt obtained. 
| and, If any brother ſhall break the above-mentioned 
| rale, by ordaining or being ordained, without the 
JcConſent of the Conference previouſly obtained; the 
* brother ſo breaking the rule, does thereby exclude 
| himſelf. | I 
( At the Conference in 1793, It was agree'd that 
| the Sacrament ſhould be adminiſtered where the mem- 
| bers of the Society were unanimous for it, the ſame was 
| ſigniſied by a letter addreſſed to the Societies. 
At the Conference in 1794, Agreements were en- | 
tered into, between the Tealees of Chapels and the | ; 
Conference ; whereby the rights and priviledges of 
both parties were better known and aſcertained, and 
in the end mutual confidence and brotherly love in- 
ereaſed-and confirmed, 1 8 : | | 
At the Conference in 1795, owing to the uneaſineſs 
occaſioned by diſputes reſpecting the Old and Newplan 
as it was called; great numbers of Preachers & Truſt. | 
ees aſſembled at Mancheſter. Then the rules of paciſi- 
cation were drawn up, and agree'd to by the Preach- 
ers and 'Truſtees, both parties engaged to ſupport them, 
the ſame was ſignified by an addreſs to the Societies, 
Since then the connection has enjoyed peace reſpeRing | 
the Sacrament. DO WS 
At the Leeds Conference 1797, Three of the tra- 5 
velling preachers, William Thom, Stephen Eversſield, / 
and Alexander Cummim, ſeparated from their Bre- ; 
_ thren, and formed a ſchiſm, under the name of a ne- 
; Itinerancy. The cauſe of this was, theſe Brethren 
wanted delegates choſen from the people to hen | 
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the Conference, The C onference would not admit 
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their propoſal, for many weighty reaſons, particular- 


ly, beciuſe it would ultimately take the flationing of 
the Preachers, out of the hands 'of the Conference, 
which.they think eſſential to the well being of Me- 
thödiſm. When perſons proſeſing the Chriſtian re- 
| ligjon, cangot agree in ſentiment, nor agree to differ, 
It is ſure to break the bond of brotherly love; who- 
ever they are that loſe that grace, is ſure to fall into 
2eaJloufies and prejudices, which end in diſputes and par- 
ties. Every man ſhould ſtand and confider, be fore he 

leayes a people, thro' whoſe inſtrumentality he was 
brought to the knowledge of the Redeemer ; if he 
cannot prove that they have adopted doctrines and 
practices contrary to the oracles of God; it is a doubt 


with me, whether he can juſtify his conduct in ſepa ra, 


2. . 1 q <.o:: 4 ; 83 i N ACS 
ting from them. However, this bas been attende | 


with good conſequences to the old contieftion,.as it 


carried away ſome perſons who were very reftleſs'and 
unealy in the ſocieties, ſo. that God has brought good. 
„„ toabq, v7 
At the ſame time the Preachers, 145 in Number, 
figned the following Declaration. * Whereas we tlie 
CCC dr Cane 10-543 

'*under{igned have on this and the 'preceeding day,, 


"aretully eviſed the rules drawn up and leſt us by: 


ur late yenerable Father in the Goſpel, the Rey, Mr. 
Ti hich were publiſhed by hin in our large 
Minutes, to which we conſented when we were ad- 


mitted, and by which we were regulated during his 


*life:.. and whereas we have collected together thoſe 
«Rules which we believe to be eſſential to the exiſt- 


Fee of Methodiſm, as well as others to which we 


have no objection, we do now voluntarily and in 
Fade faith, ſign our names, as approving of, and en- 


gag ing to Fake with the aforeſaid collection of 
1 ; ode of Laws, God being our helper.“ 

This has been inſtrumental in uniting the Preachers 

and, People, and has rendered their Ditciplibe binding 


„Rules or 


and feſpectable. 8 
The Conference in 1798 was the moſt agreeable one 


that 


bart 


23 
that has been fince M. Weſley's Death, owing 
under God, to the Methodiſts Preachers, and People, 
underſtanding the nature of their own diſcipline, As 


67 


they are all agree'd in the eſſential Truths of the Gol- .- 


pel, and have weather'd out the ſtorm occaſioned by 
Mr. Weſley's death, it is hoped they will bend their 
whole force and iufluence in ſpreading Seriptural ho- 
lineſs through the Nations. | | 
( 8 n ; 
The ſtate of the connection at the lait Conference, 
in Briſtol, Aug. 4th. 1798, was as follows. 
0 r N I. 
Places Circuits Preachers Number? 
In England, , 103 . .... 270 . . .. JOLLY 
Irelane , 33 . 72 . . . 16,638 
— Wale 1 b 15016 
— Scotland . e e | ee Fo, 
—  Ifle of man . „„ ͤ Ä 
— Norman Iſles „ ; 74. OT 
— the Weſt In. a . „„ 
dig Ifländs . IT e ee BY ee eee e 
In The *Britiſh „„ of ke 
Dominions in > 
America. 
In the United 


8 ©. © 


a 48S 
. * 


| — Mag 
I2 —— * 72 1,358 


* 


States of | | . 170 Se DOI BY 320 e 58,963 6 
America 3 — — 
„Loa, 345. 725. 172,334. 


perinterd ali the foreign Miffions. 


At this Conference Dr. Coke was appointed to ſa: 
Ide following are the names of the Preſidents which | 


hive been choſen by the Conference, since Mr. Wel. 
ley's Death. William, Jhomplon, at Mancheſter; 
1791 ; Alexander Mather, at London, 1792 © John 
Fay ſon, at Leeds, 1793;;1 homas Hanby, at Briſtol, 
1794; Joſeph Brad:ord, at Mancheſter, 17955 Uher, 
mas Paylor, at London, 179%; Dr. Coke, at Leeds, 
1797; and joſeph. Benſon, at Briitol, 1798. Ihe 


Methodiit Preachers fet out without the promiſe of 
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an peeuniary reward for their lahours, while they 


behave well they want nothing. Ihe Methogifts. -, 


fopport their Preachers voluntarily, from à principie 
of love to God and his Goſpel. May the Lord a. 


Dundantly biefs both Preachers and People. ANN. 
daw ye not tue cloud atiſc, 5 8 
Little as a human had, 
Now it ſpreads along the ſkies, 
Hangs o'er all the thirſty land, 
Lo! the promife of a ſhower, 
Drops already from above; 
But the Lord will ſhortly pour 
All the ſpirit of his love. 

ADDENDA. TY / 
Theſe articles were forgot in the places where they 
| ould have been inſerted. Ihe renewing of the Co- 

venant which is now practiced in all the Societies, on 
the laſt night of the old year, or the firſt day of the _ 
new year, was begun by Mr, Weſley, in London, in 
Auguſt 1755. After reciting the tenor of the Co- 
yenant, the people ſtand up, or litt up their right hand 
in token of aſſent. It is an ordinance generallyFate 
ended with a bleſſing, Lie bk. 

The remwing of the Tickets once a-Quarter, 
which les the Preachers to converſe tour times 
every year with the people, concerning the ſtate of 
their Gale, alſo of aſcertaining who are Methodiſts, 


nnd who. are not, and of giving the people a Ticket 


with a text of Scripture on it, as a mark of their ap- 
probation, which will alſo admit them into any Me- 
thodiſt Society for three months, where they may be 
providentially caſt, was begun in London, in the year 
| 27.42 „ in the month of February, and is now univer- 
fally practiſed. ar.» 
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Page 13th, line 3, for required, read inquired.— Page 16th: 
Ine ;th read brought on.—— Page 17th. line Och. read Prophes 
ty, for Prophecy. | | „„ en Op Od 

Rochdale, September 14th. 1798. 
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